Royal
Netherlands R C K
Embassy REFUGEE CONSORTIUM OF KENYA
HEAD OFFICE
CVS Plaza 1% Floor,
Elar L, (0 LeEa [R50 KENYA NATIONAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

P.0. Box: 74359-00200 Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: Pilot No.: +254-020-3969000

Mobile: 0724 256 448 | 0733 780 000
Whatsapp (Texts only): +254 798 849871
Fax:+254-020-2716160

General Enquiries: haki@knchr.org
Complaints: complaint@knchr.org

North Rift Regional Office - Kitale
AFC Building, Mak Asembo Street,

opp. Mega Centre Mall

P.O Box 2999-30200 Kitale

Tel: 054-31773

Mobile: 0708271216 / 0786236683

Email: northrift@knchr.org

Twitter: @KNCHRKitale

Western Regional Office - Kisumu

Outcome 2: Enhanced Rights Compliance Re Insurance Plaza, 3 floor
) ] ) Oginga Odinga Street
e Advocacy for human rights principles and standards P.0 Box 7768-40100 Kisumu
. Tel: 057 2020078
e Promoting the observance of these standards by duty bearers Email: kisumu@knchr.org
Twitter: @KNCHRkisumu
o
. i North Eastern Regional Office - Wajir AdVallClllg
Outcome 3: Improved Access to Justice Wagber, Opp. former Al Shifaa Hospltal
e Establishing support mechanisms for victims of human rights _';ﬁggﬁgg—l?lzzﬂﬂw'al'f Refugees and HOSt
violations Em.ail: northernkenya@knchr.org eg ®
Twitter: @KNCHRWajir Cﬂmmunltles

e Facilitating access to justice for refugees

Coast Regional Office - Mombasa
Panal Freighters Lane

Rights

Outcome 4: Enhanced Mental Health Support Off Haile Selasie Road
) . ) P.O Box 90171-80100 Mombasa
e Implementing programs to provide psychosocial support and Tel: 041-2220468 | 2220584
. Email: coast@knchr.org
mental health services Twitter: @KNCHRMombasa
e Addressing the mental health challenges faced by both refugees . .
Central Regional Office
and duty bearers Ngumo House, Nyahururu
Along Sharp Road -

Next to Kenya Revenue Authority
P.O Box 650 -20300 Nyahururu
Y, Tel:0705982617

Email: laikipia@knchr.org
Twitter: @KNCHRLaikipia

To ensure the project’s success, a robust Monitoring and Evaluation
(M&E) plan will be implemented. This plan will involve:

e |dentifying specific activities to monitor I www.knchr.org

e Establishing relevant indicators for progress

e Defining the frequency of monitoring

e Assigning responsibilities to key project stakeholders EH%L%‘? EXCI__lARRIET AJIAMBO,

e (ollecting and analyzing data to measure progress and make
informed decisions
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Protecting and promotion of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms for Refugees and Host Communities
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Advancing Human Rights and Well-being of Refugees and Host
Communities in Kenya

This project fact sheet provides brief on the KNCHR & RCK project
on promotion & protection of refugees and host communities
in Kenya. It outlines the mandates and contributions of two key
implementing institutions, the Kenya National Commission on
Human Rights (KNCHR) and the Refugee Consortium of Kenya
(RCK), in addressing the complex challenges faced by refugees and
host communities.

Introduction

Kenya has a significant
refugee  population, and
ensuring their human rights,
well-being, and integration is
a crucial national concern.
This fact sheet explores the
global, regional, and national
contexts of refugees and host
communities in Kenya.

Project Objectives
The project’s primary objectives are to:
@ Promote and protect human rights in Kenya

@ !mprove the well-being, dignity, and peaceful coexistence of
displaced and host communities

@ Enhance access to justice and mental health support for refugees
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a. The Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR)

KNCHR, established in 2003, is an independent body mandated
to promote and protect human rights in Kenya. The KNCHR acts
as a watchdog over the government’s human rights practices and
provides leadership in guiding Kenya towards becoming a human
rights State.

b. Refugee Consortium of Kenya (RCK)

RCK, a non-governmental organization founded in 1998, focuses
on addressing the challenges faced by refugees in Kenya, the Great
Lakes region, and the Horn of Africa. It advocates for policies and
laws that protect and promote the well-being, voice, and dignity of
displaced and host populations.

a. Global Status of Refugees

As of mid-2022, there were approximately 32.5 million refugees
worldwide. The majority of refugees originate from five countries:
Syria, Venezuela, Ukraine, Afghanistan, and South Sudan. These
refugees often face dire living conditions, limited access to basic

necessities, and challenges related to access to justice.

bh. Regional Situation

Africa hosts around 30 million internally displaced persons, refugees,
and asylum-seekers. The Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Ethiopia, Central African Republic, South Sudan, and Nigeria have
experienced significant displacements due to insecurity and human
rights violations. Access to necessities, human rights, and territory
poses challenges in the African context.

c. National Perspective

Kenya is one of the largest refugee-hosting nations in Africa, with
a refugee population of 577,492. The legal framework in Kenya
includes international instruments and the Refugees Act of 2021.
Despite this, several challenges exist, such as limited awareness of
rights, integration issues, and access to justice for refugees.
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Right Awareness and Integration
e |ack of awareness among refugees about their rights

e (Challenges in the integration of refugees due to xenophobia,
police misconduct, and limited legal recognition

e Exclusion of refugees from certain decision-making processes

Capacity Gaps and Legal Framework
e (Capacity gaps among duty bearers in handling refugee affairs

¢ |nadequate training for government and non-governmental
actors

e A securitized approach to refugee management
e Shortcomings in policies and regulations

Access to Justice and Redress

e Limited access to justice for refugees who experience human
rights violations

e Delayed responses to violations

e |ack of coordination among relevant institutions

e Limited access to legal aid and representation

e (hallenges in using Alternative Justice System forums

Psychosocial Support and Mental Health
e Escalating conflicts among refugees and host communities
e |ncreased exposure to trauma and mental health issues

e (hallenges faced by duty bearers in maintaining their mental
well-being
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The project addresses these challenges through four key outcomes:
Outcome 1: Improved Participation and Coexistence

e Awareness campaigns for refugees

e Training for duty bearers

e |nitiatives to facilitate refugee participation in income-generating
activities



